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The author of this poem, Amy Perry, is a licensed lay 
minister in Burghfield, Berkshire. When her son was 
born 33 years ago he was a ‘perfect’ baby but he later 
suffered profound brain damage. She says: ‘I have 
learnt a great deal through my son and through the 
experiences I have had because of him. After a strug- 
gle I joyfully came to a greater faith in God ... in fact I 
met God's Son in a wonderful way through my son.’ 



the Door 



The Birth of a Son 



T t happened thirty-three years ago — and yet... 

It seems like yesterday. 

There he was at last... my baby... a son... 

He and I were alone for a few minutes... 

No-one else was there. 

I didn’t have to share him... yet... 

I remember... 

I picked him up and held him close. . . 

I felt his strong little body close to mine. . . 

Just a short while ago he had been cocooned inside me. 
Now he was a separate small person. 

What would be his future? I wondered 
I gazed at his face still crumpled from the birth- 
struggle. . . 

I tucked my cheek close to his. . . and felt his 
warmth. . . 

I felt the softness of his dark hair. . . now dry and soft. . . 
Soft as thistledown... 

As soft and dark as a baby duckling. 

I whispered his name. . . 



I looked at his hands... like little starfish... 

Spread out. . . and perfect. . . 

Each finger. . . each tiny fingernail. . . perfect. . . a wonder. . . 
How perfect 1 . 

I put my finger into his hand 

And his fingers curled tightly around my finger. 

Such a strong grip! What strength! 

He held me as I held him. 



And his feet? 

He thrust his feet out of the shawl. . . such strong legs. . . 
How strong! 

And his feet? 

I held them in one hand. 

He pushed his feet against my hand. 

Tiny pink heels. . . perfect pink toes. . . 

How wonderful! 



I thought, ’ For these few moments he is mine, totally mine’. 



He opened his eyes and gazed up at me. . . 
Our first shared look. 

His eyes were dark and deep with knowing 
We shared a long deep gaze. . . 

Already we had shared so much. 

How much more would we share? 

How much? 



But then I became conscious of noise and movement. 
The world was beginning to crowd in on us. 

I hugged him close to me. . . and knew 
I had to start letting him go. . . 

Letting him go. 

So soon? 






News 



Jesus’ life is a beacon of hope for all who want to change the world for the better 

THIS Christmas, the world seems foxhunting debate, we continue to refugee from state sponsored vio- than on our own wealth or power. be a celebration of hope, a recogni- 

an even darker and more dangerous treat animals with little respect or lence. He knew what it was like to Even the title he chose for himself, tion that if we want to find a way 

place than it did last year. The con- dignity, and our sense of moral pro- live in an occupied country. And for Son of Man, makes a statement of out of the mess, there is someone 

flict in Iraq grabs headlines, but portion seems curiously distorted. that reason his life, as well as his supreme ecological value. The who can show us the way. 

masks other equally difficult con- So it is easy to dismiss the teaching, shines as a beacon of hope Hebrew Ben Adam means, literally, 

flicts. Afghanistan continues to suf- Christmas message of hope as for all of us who want to change the 'Son of the one hewn from the 

fer, and many of the African states hopelessly optimistic. Yet this child, world for the better. He called us to earth'. 

continue with seemingly intractable whose birth we celebrate on 25th love our enemies and pray for our Christmas can be a romantic 
problems. Morally, we seem to have December, was born into a troubled persecutors. He showed us how to escape from the horrors we have 

made little progress. Despite the world. His early life was spent as a live in dependence on God, rather created for ourselves. But it can also 

Memorial service for 
Reading train crash victims 

THE Bishop of Reading is holding a 
memorial service for all those involved 
in the train crash at Ufton Nervet, near 
Reading in November. Seven people, 
including two children, lost their lives 
when a train hit a car on a level crossing 
just outside Reading. 

The service is for family and friends 
of the bereaved and injured, passengers, 
members of the emergency services, rail 
staff, people from the local community 
and the many agencies and caring 
groups involved. It will be held on 8 
December at 2pm in the Minister 
Church of St Mary, Reading. 

Clergy and laity from many different 
churches were amongst the first to 
respond to the crash, said Revd 
Richard Thomas, communication 
director for the Diocese of Oxford. 

‘Many worked for the emergency 
services. There was an Anglican Priest 
on the train. The Railway Mission sent 
a team of Chaplains to the site, and 
they were present every day. The Area 
Dean, Jo Loveridge, was present at the 
casualty station on the first evening. 

Hospital Chaplains were called in to 
the hospitals nominated to receive 
casualties. And the Bishop of Reading 
visited the responders at the crash site 
and many of those admitted to hospi- 
tal on the Sunday. Our task was to sup- 
port them in prayer to make present 





Archbishop welcomes initiative to 
encourage growth and renewal 

A NEW Anglican organisation has across the diocese. initiative. 

been set up to help encourage renew- The Archbishop welcomed the ‘I believe that the combination of 
al and mission in churches. launch of ReSource, saying it was a renewal and mission, Word and 

ReSource was launched with a ‘refreshing addition to the support Spirit, are key to the communication 
special commissioning service of the for the Church as she moves in of the Christian Gospel in this gener- 
team at the Benedictine Priory in growth and renewal’. ation. I see ReSource as one of the 

Burford, led by the Archbishop of He said: ‘Among other things, I many streams of development which 
Canterbury, before an open service am glad to see the emphasis on are beginning to flow together at this 
of celebration in the parish church. Scripture and prayer, on proper the- important time in the life of the 
The parish church was packed ology and the prophetic - and the Church.’ 
with supporters and clergy from breadth of the approach of this Martin Cavender, previously head 

of Springboard, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s evangel- 
ism initiative, will head up ReSource. 

He said its launch was timely as 
there were ‘stirrings in the Church of 
a massive reformation and renewal’. 

‘The sense of unity with groups 
and agencies working in Christian 
renewal, such as New Wine, Alpha, 
Soul Survivor and other agencies, as 
well as other denominations, is 
wonderful,’ he said. 

It will provide theological and pas- 
toral support to churches, dioceses 
and individuals. 

Events are to be held across the 
UK in the coming months, starting in 
York Minister. 



Pictured from left to right Abbot Stuart Bums OSB, Archbishop Rowan 
Williams and Martin Cavender, Director of ReSource pictured before the cele- 
bration service in Burford parish church, photo Frank Blackwell 



Sight impaired people can now 
get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 




Stephen Hines, from the London 
Ambulance Service, lays a wreath in 
memory of the lives lost at the Ufton 
Nervet rail crash, during a special serv- 
ice of remembrance held at St Mary's 
Church in Sulhamstead Abbots near 
Ufton Nervet in Berkshire. Photo 
Johnny Green/PA photo. 

the crucified God in the midst of the 
pain, and to assist in the recovery 
process.’ First Great Western and First 
Great Western Link are offering free 
travel to those attending the service. 
For more details see our website 
www. oxford, anghcan.org 



behind the Door 



The Door is published ten times a year. 40,000 copies are 
distributed in the Diocese of Oxford with the help of volunteers. 
Editor Rebecca Paveley Telephone: 01865 208227 
Assistant Natalie Abbott Telephone: 01865 208225 
Photography Frank Blackwell 
Distribution manager Peter Chapman 
Editorial group David Shepherd (Chairman, Woodstock); Colin 
Fletcher (Bishop of Dorchester); Clemency Fox (Marston), Keith 
Lamdin (Director of Training), Richard Thomas (Diocesan Director 
of Communications), Peter Chapman (Deddington), Philip Hind 
(Web Editor), Revd Ian Cohen (Chalgrove), Revd Ann Douglas 
(Woodley), Becky Bevan (Cold Ash). 

Editorial address Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 

0X2 0NB. Fax: 01865 790470. e-mail: door@oxford.anglican.org 
Production Esar Graphic Design Ltd.Telephone: 01527 402758 
e-mail: esar.graphicdesign@virgin.net 

Advertising address Sue Williams, The Old Bakehouse, 1242A 
Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, Redditch, Worcestershire B96 6AA. 
Telephone 01527 892945 Fax: 01527 892152; e-mail cross.publica- 
tions@virgin.net The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan 
Publications Ltd (Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). The registered office 
is Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ONB.Tel: 01865 
208200. 

Deadlines for FEBRUARY 2004 DOOR: 

Features 5 January; Letters & What's on 13 January; News 18 
January Published 24 January. NOTE:THERE IS NO JANUARY ISSUE 
While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertise- 
ments, their inclusion in The DOOR does not guarantee it or mean that 
they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

Photos which appear in The DOOR can be purchased by contacting 
Frank Blackwell on 01865 341013 or frankblackwell@btopenworld.com 



Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD The Right Revd Richard Harries, 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB 
Tel:01865 208200. Fax: 01865 790470. 

E-mail: bishopoxon@dch.oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Colin Fletcher, Arran House, 
Sandy Lane, Yarnton, Oxford 0X5 1PB Tel: 01865 375541. 

Fax: 01865 379890. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable John Morrison, Christ Church, Oxford 0X1 
1DP Tel: 01865 204440. Fax 204465. 

E-mail: archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 
Bishop of Reading, Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, 

Bishop's House, Tidmarsh Lane, Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
Tel: 01189 841216. Fax: 0118 984 1218. 

E-mail: bishopreading@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG Tel: 01635 
552820. Fax: 01635 522165. E-mail: archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail: bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Sheila Watson, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 
Penn, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8NZ Tel 01494 814571. 

E-mail archdbuck@oxford.anglican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of EbbsfleetThe Right Revd Andrew Burnham, Bishops House, Dry 
Sandford, Abingdon, 0X13 6JPTel: 01865 390746 
E-mail: bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 



ACE DENTURE CENTRES 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

> We make dentures look like real natural teeth at affordable 
prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your natural 

appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 
1 Delicate chrome plates 

1 Comfortable soft linings 
1 Evening appointments 
1 For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 



is • Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 



■ Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 







News 



Rebuilding church for the 
emerging generation 



The church of St Laurence, Reading has recently re-opened as a church for 'the 
emerging generation 7 . Its transformation cost £500,000, and was 'driven by the vision 7 
of creating a church for young people who had no previous connection with the Church. 
The present congregation of 50 are all under the age of 35 and most come from non- 
Christian families. The Revd Chris Russell writes about his work in the new St Laurence, 
which was formally opened by Paul Boateng, chief secretary to the Treasury, at the end 
of last month. 



Originally part of the abbey, 
this wonderfully historic 
medieval building has had a 
prestigious history. But due to 
changes in demographics in the 
town centre and other factors, 
there was a steady decrease in 
the weekly congregation, reach- 
ing around 12 adults at the end 
of the nineties. Bravely the 
incumbent and area dean, 
Canon Brian Shenton, took the 
riskiest option available; he put 
everything up for grabs and 
held a deanery review to seek 
the right way forward for this 
church. 

The review group made the 
specific recommendations that 
St Laurence’s future lay in giv- 
ing itself to ministry with 
young people who had no con- 

The greatest privilege is 
our inclusion in the 
work of God in teenage 



vith church. In early 2001 
s appointed as associate 



are always to seek to offer the 
young people good relation- 
ships with adults, which 
enable them to take good 
responsibility for their lives. 
All this work is essential to 
who we are as church; it is the 
unconditional work of the 
Kingdom of God. 

More than a youth group 

If that is one essential arm of 
our ministry as church the 
other essential arm is actively 
and purposefully building 
church with young people. We 
are not a youth church or a 
glorified youth group. This is 
church in a particular culture. 
Doing everything in content 
that Anglican churches have 
always done, but in the form 
which reflects the emerging 
culture. Our contention is 
that life as church should 
always be orientated around 
others. At St Laurence we try 
to continually ask and live out 
being orientated round those 
who are not yet part of the 
life of the people of God. 
Whilst the mandate is particu- 
lar to us as a church, we 
believe the principle of being 
missiologically focussed on 




welcome to come along and 
be part of the life of God here; 
but throwing your lot in 
means you throw your lot 
(time, prayers, money) into 
the particular vocation of this 
church. Being part of church 
isn’t about attendance at 
meetings, but about belonging 
to a group of people, a com- 
munity, committed radically 
to God and each other. At the 
time of writing there are 50 of 
us at the core of the church’s 
life of whom around 30 are 



teenagers who previously had 
no contact with church and 
twenty are the team of young 
adults who live and breathe 
the vision. We have wider con- 
tact with some 100 other 
teenagers. The particular new 
thing for us is that after 18 
months of work to re-order 
the interior, the building is 

Being part of church 
isn't about attendance 
at meetings, but about 
belonging to a group of 
people, a community, 
committed radically to 
God and each other 



now operational. I he re- 
ordering is quite amazing, 
using stainless steel glass and 
wood in this ancient Grade A 
listed building to provide other 
spaces. This is a wonderful gift 
and opens up huge possibili- 
ties. But we are under no illu- 
sions. We know that in and of 
itself the building will do noth- 
ing, and so we are committed 
to praying and investing even 
further and deeper in the lives 
of these young people. 

Partnering God 

The last three years have not 
always been easy, we have 
learnt painful lessons, but they 
have been thrilling in many 
ways. Our greatest thrill to 
date isn’t having a wonderful 
building but having the privi- 
lege of being co-partners with 
God as he works to transform 
lives; as we see young people 
set free from things that held 
them, as we see lives set on fire 
with love for Jesus, as we see 
new expressions of worship 
and praise to God, as we see a 
sense of belonging and self 
worth when there was just iso- 
lation. Just last night 13 said 
they wanted to be baptized. 

We have been given the 
most wonderful heritage, in 
terms of our church building, 
location and resourcing. But 
the greatest privilege is our 
inclusion in the work of God 
in teenage lives. He is a God 
who changes lives, and he has 
certainly changed ours as we have 
given ourselves to see his trans- 
forming love in the lives of 









A modern church: a view of the amazing new interior of St Laurence, Reading. Some 
£500,000 has been spent on transforming the church, which was officially re-opened at the 
end of last month. Photo Paul Clowney 
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Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

ti a trained personal coach with a background 
ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



The bank for all seasons . 
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Christian Retreat, 
Conferences and 
H Holiday Centre 
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COT US 



Channel Islands GUI IUU. 
el: 01481 7 27793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: info@lescotils.com 




reliance bank 

Our services include: 

• Personal Loans 

• Mortgages/remortgages 

• Savings Accounts 

• Current Accounts 

• Internet Banking 



For more details on any of our 
products contact us on 

020 7398 5424 



www.reliancebankltd.com 

w 

j| Reliance Bank Ltd 

23/24 Lovat Lane, London EC3R 8EB 
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Winchester House 

Shanklin, Isle of Wight 

New YMCA management - same friendly, welcoming staff 
Availability for Spring/Summer 2005. 

Great for church/ school/ group holidays for up to 117. 

Beautiful Victorian building set in large grounds. 
Fantastic sea views - miles of gorgeous sandy beaches 
Weekends/ 5 or 7 day weeks - full board - lovely food 
The Lodge - for up to 24 - s/c, or meals in main house 
S/c flats for 4, ideal for family holidays and weekends. 
Tel: 01983 862441 or visit www.seh-ymca.org 
Part of South East Hampshire YMCA 



Why not advertise 
your course? 

Call: 

01527 89 2945 



Help to provide food, shelter and 
hope this Winter by sending your 
donation to: 

Sr Ellen Flynn 
The Passage 

St Vincent’s, Carlisle Place 
London SW1P 1NL. 

Tel: 020 7592 1850 lnfo@passage.org.uk 
Fax: 020 7592 1870 www.passage.org.uk 

□ I enclose my cheque payable to 
The Passage 

□ Please debit my Visa/Master/CAF 
Card 

PLEASE PRINT 

Cardholder’s 

Name: 

Signature: 

Expiry Date: 

Mr /Mrs /Ms 



THE PASSAGE 



PATRON Cardinal 
Cormac Murphy- 
O’Connor 

Reg. Charity No.1079764 




Its farewell to one friend ... 



Keith Lamdin, director of Stewardship, Training, Evangelism 
and Ministry, says goodbye to Barbara Doubtfire 



Bishop Stephen talking to children at the service 
of celebration, photo Frank Blackwell 

Faith’s Church before blessing a new founda- 
tion stage playground. The church was packed 
with children, villagers and parents and friends 
of pupils. 

Currently the school has just 26 children on 
the roll, but its success means it is already over- 
subscribed for next year. 

Governor Tim Green said everyone at the 
school had worked ‘incredibly hard’ in the last 
few months. 

‘We are very lucky to have Mrs Craig. The 
school has come on tremendously and everyone 
in the community has really rallied around.’ 



OVER 400 people gathered at 
the Marlborough School, 
Woodstock for Celebration 
Praise, a day of talks and work- 
shops on the theme of worship. 

They also gathered to bid 
Barbara Doubtfire God speed 
as she retires from her role of 
parish development adviser in 
the archdeaconry of Oxford. 

In his talk the Bishop of 
Coventry remarked that when 
he was the vicar of St. Andrews 
he had met Barbara, at 
Springfield St. Mary and she 
had managed to get him to 
wear a chasuble for the first 

At the end of the day Bishop 
Colin added his personal 
thanks, and Keith Lamdin pre- 
sented her with a painting of St. 
Mary’s Kidlington, and a 
cheque. 

In making the presentation he 
reminded people of some of 
Barbara’s involvement in the life 
of the diocese over the last 16 
years, including her ordination 
to the priesthood at the first 
ordination of women priests in 
Oxford. He wondered how 



...and goodbye to another parish 
development adviser 

JUDI Hattaway is also on her to the post. Judi has t 
way, at the end of December, appointed as the Spe 
having served a sterling seven Education Needs Media: 
years as PDA for Berkshire, and Tribunals Officer 
Having worked for ICI and the Wokingham District Council. 
Scripture Union as a trainer There will be a party in the 
Judi brought a wide experience archdeaconry to wish her v 

Subscribe to the Door - and 
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Perfect Christmas 
gift for friends 



many ‘first time we had a 
woman preside at the Eucharist’ 
Barbara had heard, as she trav- 
elled round the churches of the 
archdeaconry. When mention- 
ing her propensity for fast driv- 
ing Bishop Colin handed her his 
staff so she could keep some 
control of the proceedings. On 
a more serious note people were 
reminded of her gifts: 

• Her real understanding of 
humankind, and the puzzles 
and fixes we all get ourselves 

• Despite all that and many 
of the problems faced by 
churches set in small rural com- 
munities her real and deepening 
hope for the church. 

• Her passion for God and 
her holding together spirituality 
and issues of justice. 

• Her ability to be a critical 
friend, speaking the truth with 
love. 

While Barbara Doubtfire is 
retiring from her role at PDA, 
she is continuing to lead the 
diocesan work in Spiritual 
Direction and can be contacted 
on spidir@oxford.anglican.org. 



BBC's Sunday 
Breakfast relaunch 



the show, see the next issue 
the Door, published 
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Eco-column 



* We face global problems: the whole world, from 

* the polar caps to the tropical savannahs, from the 
I grain baskets of North America to the Steppes of 
I Asia, is vulnerable to the climate change brought 
I about by human action. The causes of climate 
I change are whole societies and their life styles, 
I nations and multinational institutions and the 
I trans-human forces that drive them. What can we, 

* so small, so insignificant in the scheme of things, 

* do to help? Perhaps it is part of our decadent 
J western mindset to despair. But of course all 
I human activity is the sum of actions, often 
I insignificant, on the part of billions of people. As 
I I write this, we have just been witnessing the long 
I queues at American polling stations, long queues 



of people who thought their vote counted, might 
really change the outcome of an election. As 
Christians, we are called to pray and to act, no 
matter what the odds against success might seem 
to be. We are called to be beacons of hope to the 
world. Changes will only happen if people of 
good will make them, and lead others by their 
example. We can all take action, whether it is by 
cutting down on unnecessary travel, insulating 
our houses, or taking care with our shopping to 
buy local produce. To find out more, come to an 
ecumenical conference, organised by the 
Diocese, on ‘Climate change - how Christians 
respond’ on 26th February 2005. Latest details 
are on our website www.sageoxford.org.uk/cli- 
matechange.htm. We are challenging every parish 
in the Diocese to send some one to the confer- 



Revd Professor Ian Janies is Diocesan 
Environment Advisor, and Head of the School of 
Mathematics, Meteorology and Physics at 
Reading University. Contact him by e-mailing 
Dr.I.N.James@Btinternet.com. 
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Feature 



Call for change in abortion law 



Revd Christine Beecroft's eldest daughter was born at just 29 weeks and spent 
months in intensive care. Christine was shocked by recent reports that British 
women up to 30 weeks pregnant have been advised to go to Spain for abortions. She 
explains why she wants Tony Blair to change the law on 'social' abortions. 



I AM currently happy to be 23 weeks pregnant 
with my third child. We already have two little 
girls, Emily who is four, and Ruth who is three, 
so we are going to have our hands full! 

However, under the existing law in the UK, I 
would be entitled to have an abortion for 
‘social’ reasons up to 24 weeks, despite the fact 
that my unborn child is in good health. Should 
I unexpectedly go into labour this week, the 
advances in neonatal care are such that my 
baby would have a chance, albeit slim, of sur- 
viving and going on to live a normal life. 

The paradoxical situation we have in this 
country is that we are fighting to keep alive 
some 23 week old babies in our neonatal units 
and giving them the right to life, whilst at the 
same time in abortion clinics and hospitals we 

It's awful to think that a baby like 
Emily who has done so well could 
have been aborted at the clinic in 
Barcelona 



are disposing of other 23 week old babies, as 
we uphold the mother’s right to choose. 

Last year in the UK there were a record 
182, 000 abortions performed. The vast major- 
ity of these, over 90%, were for ‘social’ rea- 
sons. As many as one in three women now have 
at least one termination in their reproductive 
life. Abortion takes a personal toll on the 
mother, both emotionally and physically. 

All this leads me to ask the question - whose 
life is it anyway? It seems to me that we need to 
reconsider the case for the rights of the unborn. 
The vociferous pro-choice lobbyists seem to be 
drowning out the voices of those who would 
speak up for the rights of the unborn. 

The activities of one pro-choice charity, the 
British Pregnancy Advisory Service (BPAS) 
seems to be going to new extremes. It has been 
reported in the Daily Mail that the BPAS has 
been advising women to go to Spain for abor- 
tions up to as late as 30 weeks. If this is true, I 
find this advice distressing as our daughter 
Emily who is a lively and healthy four-year-old, 
was born prematurely, at 29 weeks. 

Emily, who was born weighing just 21bs 3oz, 
spent several weeks in an incubator, and two 
and a half months in total in the special care 



unit. Despite the many ups and downs of her 
time in there, and the emotional rollercoaster for 
us, we were delighted to take her home with no 
long term medical problems. This is thanks to 
the excellent neonatal care which she received in 
hospital, and the many prayers of family, friends 
and church members. She is now full of life, and 
has started school this term, which she is greatly 
enjoying. It’s awful to think that a baby like 
Emily who has done so well could have been 
aborted at the clinic in Barcelona. 

The case for late abortions for ‘social’ rea- 
sons has recently come into question following 
new scientific evidence showing 3-D images of 
foetuses as young as 12 weeks moving then- 
legs, seemingly practising walking in the 
womb. Given the captivating coverage on TV 
of these images, perhaps our collective con- 
science has been disturbed enough for us to be 
challenged to think again about what we are 
allowing in permitting ‘social’ abortions up to 
24 weeks. Even David Steel, who introduced 
the 1967 Abortion Act, is now in favour of 
reducing the upper limit for social abortion. 
Tony Blair is also in favour of a review. 

Those of us who hold the traditional 
Christian view of the sanctity of human life, 
and the belief that all human beings, including 
the unborn, are created in the image of God, 
will see this latest scientific evidence merely 
confirming what we already know to be true: 
these are tiny babies, of eternal significance and 
inestimable value, who have a right to life. 

The law is flawed and dated, and urgently 
needs reviewing. Now is a good time for 
Christians to stand up and to lobby for that 
law to be amended. 

As we approach Christmas, and are reminded 
of the birth of Jesus Christ, let us reflect on one 
of the most striking and powerful passages of 
scripture as it relates to the unborn, Luke 
Chapter one verses 39 - 45. Here, Mary, preg- 
nant with Jesus, visits Elizabeth, six months (24 
weeks) pregnant with John the Baptist. Elizabeth, 
filled with the Holy Spirit says to Mary, ‘For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leapt for joy.’ (Lk 1:44) 

It’s time for us to call for a major public 
debate on the subject of abortion, and for the 
voices of those who would speak up for the 
rights of the unborn to be heard. 



Celebrating fairtrade fashion win 




Esther Bayer with sons James and Simeon and husband Walter. 
Photo Frank Blackwell 



by Natalie Abbott 

THE Bayer family, from 
Oxford, were the winners of 
the Door’s fairtrade competi- 
tion (October Door). Mum 
Esther won £100 of fairtrade 
clothes from fairtrade@st 
michaels in the Cornmarket, 
Oxford. 

She chose a skirt, top, scarf 
and hat for herself (pictured 
left) and bought husband 
Walter a shirt. 

Esther said: ‘We’ve always 
tried to buy fairtrade food 
before, but having seen what 
is on offer, we will definitely 
look to buy fairtrade clothes 
in future.’ 

Fairtrade@stmichaels recent- 
ly celebrated its first birthday. 




Revd Christine Beecroft, from Warfield St Michael, Bracknell with daughter Emily. 

Photo Frank Blackwell 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

is available to deputise at 
short notice, including 
weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : 
reasonable fee 
Tel: (01993) 813933 



OLD RAILWAY 
TICKETS 

(Particularly Pre 1 950 
and especially platform) 
wanted for private 
collection. 

Tel: 01227 830344 



MRS 

MCALLUM 



MATCHING 



CHINA 



Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy. Call: 

020 8888 4725 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 



Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 



[01234] 325531 

Watches Wanted 



Cents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Cold and silver items 
and medals. 



Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 



=jj|lk 
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SARUM 

College 

CHRISTIAN 

SPIRITUALITY 

A Pathway of the MA in the 
Study of Religions 

(In partnership with the University 
of Wales, Lampeter) 

"what a joy to study spirituality in an 
academic setting" 

Now taking applications 
for October 2005 

The course offers: 

• Part-time modular study over 3-5 
years 

• Flexible entry requirements for mature 
students 

• Single modules / Certificate / 

Diploma IMA through short 
residential intensives 

• Ecumenical teaching staff 

For further details and an application form, 
please contact: 

Academic Secretary, Sarum College, 

19 The Close, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2EE. 

Tel: 01722 424827 

Email: vc@sarum.ac.uk 
Website: www.sarum.ac.uk 

Registered Charity 309501 
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Ministry 



Licensed to 
serve: our new 
lay ministers 

A dozen people from across our diocese, with varied backgrounds and expe- 
rience, were admitted as Readers in the Church of England and lay ministers 
in the diocese of Oxford in a service led by the Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson. Read their short biographies below and please pray for 
them as they begin their ministry among us. 



Janet Bayly 

Parish : Schorne Team 
I have three children and two 
grandchildren. I am looking 
forward to working in the 
Schorne Team of parishes in 
Buckinghamshire, particularly 
in the area of Family Services 
and Team Choir events. 

James Beck 
Parish: Warfield 

I am from the congregation of 
St Peter Warfield. I am mar- 
ried and just about to become 
a Dad - and I am a 
Manchester City supporter! 
I’ll be serving in any way I 
can, leading worship, especial- 
ly all age services, preaching, 
outreach... and continuing to 
have great fun doing it. 

Anne Bell 

Parish: Shrivenham and 

Ashbury 

I come from a background of 
nursing in many different dis- 
ciplines, and am a mother of 
three and grandmother of 
two. I did my training on 
SAOMC and will be serving as 
part of the Ministry Team in 



the Shrivenham and Ashbury 
benefice as well as assisting as 
a Chaplaincy representative at 
the Great Western Hospital in 
Swindon. 

Fran Childs 

Parish: St Peter's Didcot 
I am looking forward to being 
an LLM at St Peter’s Didcot 
where I have worshipped for 
over 20 years. I am also a 
Franciscan Tertiary. Although 
the main focus of my ministry 
will be at Sunday Services, I 
am looking forward to helping 
plan our Advent and Lent 
groups. I work as a Safety 
Adviser at the Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory and my 
main leisure activity is horse 
riding. 

Gill Davis 

Parish: Ray Valley Benefice 
I am a member of the Ray 
Valley Benefice which is quite 
large. My main ministry is in 
Pastoral Care with emphasis 
on healing. 

Don Mason 

Parish: St John and St Stephen, 
Reading 



I have served Christ and his 
people in Britain and in 
Africa. I came to Anglicanism 
via the Baptist, Methodist and 
Brethren Denominations, and 
have been enriched at each 
step of the journey. 

I will be working in my 
parish in East Reading, and 
will also be involved in pas- 
toral work among deafened 
people. 

Michael Morecroft 

Parish: Hungerford with 
Denford 

I will be LLM at St Lawrenec 
Hungerford, where I live with 
my wife Charlie and my 14 
month old son Matthew. I am 
an environmental scientist by 
profession and am also 
involved in Christian environ- 
mental initiatives. 

Margaret Pye 

Parish : Worminghal I with 
Ickford, Oakley and 
Shabbington 

I am a co-ordinator at 
Westminster Institute of 
Education Oxford Brookes 
University. I am looking for- 




1. Duncan White 

2. Gill Davis 

3. Fran Childs 

4. James Beck 

5. Janet Bayly 

6. Vicky Southby 

7. Judy Stotter 

8. Don Mason 

9. Anne Bell. 

10. Marion Pyke 

11. Margaret Pye 

12. Michael Morecroft 
Photo Frank Blackwell 



ward to continuing my min- 
istry in my Benefice and will, 
as always, be supported by 
George, my three children and 
friends and family. 

Marion Pyke 

Parish: St Peter's Caversham 
I am a retired Psychiatric 
Social Worker and I am looking 
forward to being Licensed to St 
Peter’s Caversham and St 
Margaret’s Mapledurham. I 
have lived in Caversham for 
over 40 years with my husband 
John, and I am also a busy and 



involved grandmother. 

Vicky Southby 

Milton Keynes General Hospital 
I am looking forward to being 
Licensed to Milton Keynes 
General NHS Trust as my first 
focus of ministry - as well as 
serving the people of the 
Buckingham Benefice. 

Judy Stotter 

Parish: SS Mary and George, 
High Wycombe 

I am being licensed to St Mary 
and St George Church in 
Sands, High Wycombe. 



I am a retired Social Worker 
and have two delightful grand- 
sons. I am looking forward to a 
collaborative ministry which 
will include co-ordinating 
youth worship. 

Duncan White 
Parish: Tylehurst St George 
I am fortunate in being Licensed 
to the parishes of St 
George and St Mary 
Magdalen, Tilehurst. I look for- 
ward to developing my ministry 
there giving thanks and praise 
for God’s gifts. 



Separated or 
Divorced? 

Facing the breakdown of a relationship 
is hard for anyone, but for Christians it 
can be particularly devastating. 
Whether it was recently or long ago, if 
you are still struggling to put your life 
back together, Aquila a Christian-based 
charity can offer you confidential 
support and help. 

8-weel< evening Breakthrough courses 
now available in the Newbury area, or 
as residential weekend. 



Aquila is NOT a singles or dating club. 




Telephone or e-mail in confidence: 
01892 665524 
Email: annette@aquilatrust.org 



Church Can’t Ignore Issue of Divorce 

The high rate of divorce in this country is well 
attested. Statistics show that 30% of first marriages 
and 50-60% of subsequent marriages fail. Human 
misery engulfs not only the couple involved, but any 
children from the marriage and the wider family. 

Divorce is recognised as one of the most stressful 
of life events, people experiencing marital breakdown 
being ten times more likely to commit suicide than 
those in intact marriages. 

Given the Christian perspective that marriage is a 
sacred institution, ordained by God himself, Christians 
are inevitably saddened by such statistics. Regrettably 
however, this has led to some churches taking a 
judgemental stance. But Christians themselves are 
not immune from relationship breakdown and 
Christian couples struggling in their marriages often 
have to deal not only with the pain of the breakdown, 
but with rejection from the church as well. People in 
such situations are often desperately lonely and deeply 
hurting, says Jim Wheeler, Chief Executive of the 
Aquila Care Trust, a national Christian-based charity 
established in 1991 to support people going through 
separation and divorce. Whether we like the reality of 
divorce or not, it is there; we seek to redeem such 
situations by extending the love and healing power of 
Christ. Through its 8-weel< and weekend self-help 
groups, Aquila provides people with the opportunity to 
explore the emotional, practical and spiritual issues 
associated with relationship breakdown. 

To find out more about Aquila telephone 01892 
665524 or email Annette@aquilatrust.org 



Our Work is 
Caring.. 

With supported housing 
and nursing care 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 
including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 
Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 

Please help us in any way you can. 
Thank you. 

The Church of England 
Pensions Board (od) 

FREEPOST Lon 898, London SW1P3YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 
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View from here 



Bridget Jones gets religion 
(but not for long) 



May 24: 7pm. 

Am going with 
Jude, Tom and 
Vile Richard to 
Alpha evening. 

Is apparently 
free dinner ‘with 
religious dimen- 
sion’. Vile 
Richard is now 
‘born again’ and 
tasked with 
infecting rest of 
us in manner of 
pyramid selling 
or Time Share offers. 
Anticipate shepherds pie 
and carrots in dark, cold 
hall. 

7.30pm: Just leaving house. 
Late due to major clothing- 
choice crisis. Never been to 
anything with ‘religious 
dimension’ so v.difficult to 
settle on appropriate outfit. 
8pm: Burst into room which 
is eerily quiet. Very good- 
looking man in chinos with 
broad shoulders, square 
chin and perfect teeth is just 
saying ‘Amen’ as I say loud- 
ly ‘Sorry I’m Late’. Smiley 
girl in flowery dress called 
Sarah shows me to my seat. 
Was wrong about venue. Is 
not dark hellish ante-cham- 
ber but large, airy, Fung- 
shuied room with minimal- 
ist decor of chrome and 
cream. Very Conran. 
8.30pm: Hurrah! Am also 
wrong about shepherd’s pie 
and carrots, and the hunk 
(Christopher) is on my 
table! Is very attentive and 
asks me all sorts of ques- 
tions over the salad tricol- 
ore. Also makes sure I get 
more than my fair share of 
the Chablis! Imagine seduc- 
tion scene with Christopher 
as religious superhero. Has 
probably got excellent 
genes too and would make 
v.g parent. But Christopher 
is vicar. Should not be 
imagining shagging vicar. 
9pm: Aha! Have established 
that Christopher is not 



vicar after all 
but ‘lay assis- 
tant’ (sounds 
promising!). 
Vicar is much 
older and uglier 
person who only 
comes out for 
weddings and 
funerals. 

May 31: Have 
finally found 
meaning and 
purpose to life 
after second 
free-dinner-with-religious- 
dimension. No longer wan- 
dering nomad and feckless 
sinner in manner of very- 
thin-and-beautiful-super- 
stars (eg Jennifer Aniston), 
who may seem happy but 
are not really. Apparently. 
According to Christopher. 
June 2: 9st 3, but not per- 
turbed. No need to diet. 
Jesus loves me AS I AM! 
Hurrah! Can eat as many 
pain au chocolat as fancy. 
June 3: 8am. Very pleased 
with self. Woke up for 
Quiet Time, making signifi- 
cant spiritual progress by 
imagining myself locked in 
close but asexual embrace 
with Jesus. Phoned 
Christopher twice yesterday 
and he said that’s what I 
should be aiming for. Then 
imagined self locked in very 
sexual embrace with 
Christopher, which made 
quiet time go very quickly.... 
June 4: 11pm. Nightmare 
day! Have lost faith, along 
with new spiritual under- 
pinning of life. Found out 
Christopher has been seeing 
Tom! No sex allowed, 
apparently, so can’t last. 

But even so, feel spiritual 
commitment must be 
reassessed in light of this 
new information... 

Alison Webster is a Socially 
Responsible Adviser to the 
Diocese of Oxford, and will 
return to her normal personality 
in our next issue. Possibly. 




‘We never had counselling in my day’ 

Giles Charrington, director of the Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling, on the privilege of helping to heal 



RECENTLY in the Archers, Peggy 
expressed the view that we all coped 
without counselling during the war, at a 
time when things were tougher than they 
are now. 

This is a serious point. We do, as a 
species, cope better when things are 
tougher. The churches seemed to get fuller 
during the Iraq invasion last year, and at 
the Oxford Christian Institute for 
Counselling there was a brief lull in the 
people applying for counselling. 
Conversely, it is accepted that Christmas 
is a time of depression for many people. 

I cringe when I hear, after a major dis- 
aster, that ‘counsellors are standing by’. At 
OCIC we do not specialise in post-trauma 
counselling, but we do see people who 
have suffered from abuse or violence: we 
recognise the dilemma that the sufferer is 
helped by telling the story of what has 
happened, yet faces the risk that in re- 
telling it, it can feel like re-living it. The 
counsellor has to be especially sensitive at 
such a time to the needs of the client. 



But most people come to OCIC for 
counselling with a different kind of 
despair, which may indeed be more preva- 
lent in ‘the weak and piping times of 
peace’. Our prosperous, high pressure, 
competitive, secular society is a hostile 
environment. We can find it difficult not 
to measure ourselves by the standards of 
success in this world, and then we seem to 
beat ourselves up (another kind of abuse) 
when we fail by those worldly standards. 

The role of a counsellor is (contrary to 



For the counsellor who is a 
Christian, Christ is at the centre 
of this process of change 



the Peggy Archer view) to help the suffer- 
er to take responsibility for themselves 
and for their own changing health - not 
to offer a spurious comfort. We are 
trained thoroughly in one or other theo- 



retical framework, but neither the client 
nor usually the counsellor is aware of it 
during the counselling session: there is no 
psychobabble. The client becomes aware 
of being in a safe place where it is ok to 
say things they might find difficult to say 
even to their dearest friend. We never 
judge a person, whatever they bring to us, 
but counselling is sometimes challenging 
because we may help a person to confront 
themselves for the first time. 

For the counsellor who is a Christian, 
Christ is at the centre of this process of 
change. My own experience is that the 
healing seems to come not from me, still 
less from any technique or theory, but 
from within the client. That is the mira- 
cle, and it is our wonderful privilege to be 
allowed to work in this way. 

Giles Charrington is director of OCIC, the 
Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling, 
at First Floor, 119/121 London Road, 
Headington Oxford. 01865 308889 coun- 
selling@ocic.org.uk 



Unconditional love and Kylie’s perfect pout 




I LOOKED in the mirror today. I saw my 
laughter lines etched a little deeper, and 
my hair becoming increasingly grey at the 
roots. Ageing; not much fun is it? I was 
heartened by an Evening Post report into 
an upcoming WI calendar asking men to 
‘bare their bits’ in an attempt to get more 
of them to sign up to the group. As one 
wise WI leader remarked: ‘we are often 
perceived as older, but we have not passed 
our ‘best before’ date yet’. 

In a society that appears to value youth 
above experience, and superficial beauty 
more than internal wisdom, it is tough to 
believe that God’s values are different. We, 
it seems, will do all we can to avoid con- 
sidering our own mortality. Sadly, ‘eternal 
life’, does not accurately translate as ‘eter- 
nal youth’, although if you’re seventy and 
set on starting your own hip-hop band, 
why should anyone persuade you out of it? 

The Reading Chronicle reports on 



rumours that popstrel Kylie Minogue has 
had cosmetic ‘help’ to preserve her amaz- 
ing looks, ‘she appears to have a much 
fuller top lip than before, giving her that 
perfect pout’. Cosmetic surgery used to be 
an oddity, now, if you believe the celebrity 
press, it is a common occurrence. At the 
heart of the Christian faith, for me, is the 
profound belief that God accepts us for 
who we are, whatever our age, lip size or 
bra cup. But how many of us, really, deep 
down believe that? How easy it is to be 
seduced into thinking that the perfect job, 

Sadly 'eternal life' does not 
accurately translate as 'eternal 
youth' 



man, woman, hairstyle or six pack stom- 
ach will validate our existence. When I 
pray, I want to feel God’s love for me. 
When I engage with other Christians, I 
want to experience some kind of uncondi- 
tional regard. Knowing, intellectually, that 



God designed us and is pleased with his 
work and not disappointed with the flaws, 
is no good. I want an emotional and spiri- 
tual encounter that confirms it. This takes, 
on occasions, a giant leap of faith. 
Increasingly I am slowly getting what I ask 
for, but only after a great deal of surren- 
dering and soul searching combined. 

This giant leap became literal recently 
for one reluctant parachute jumper. The 
Bucks Free press reported, in October, how 
47 year old Peter Robinson from Marlow 
plummeted from a light aircraft in the sec- 
ond leg of a triathlon challenge. His 
breathless comment, ‘it’s all about con- 
quering fears and this is just another one’. 
He’s spot on, of course. Fear, particularly 
of being abandoned by the creator, for me, 
is the crux of it all. For today at least, I 
have faith that God will keep my para- 
chute open, and that I don’t - a la Bridget 
Jones in her new film - land, metaphori- 
cally at least, in a pile of excrement. 

Clare Catford presents BBC Radio 
Berkshire's Sunday morning programme 




COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



HELP!! 

Well motivated individuals required who 
would like a simple part-time business. 

If you are honest, ethical and would like 
to earn £ik - £2ok per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING & SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON: 08444 530320 

Mobile: 07970 717110 




Confidential time and talking can 
bring comfort and understanding to 
the bereaved. Cruse Bereavement 
Care offers one-to-one counselling 
to any adult or child. 



Located in central Oxford 
and the Banbury area. 
Please call us if you need 
help on : (01865) 245398 
(open 10-12 Mon-Fri) or 
(01295) 266350. 
Answerphone at all times. 



If you would like to train 
as a volunteer, please call 
us for a chat to find out 
about what is involved. 
(Not suitable for the 
recently bereaved) 



cross. 
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Comment IBaiiaisI to the editor 



Let's drop the 'nice' act 



Why do people 
think Christians 
should only be con- 



things? Where did 
the idea come from 
that to be a Christian means 
you don’t get involved in the 
world of murky, nasty politics 
but instead inhabit a cosy cor- 
ner all ‘jam and Jerusalem’? 
I’m pretty sure that Jesus did- 
n’t use the word nice, or the 
Aramaic equivalent, at any 
point. Love, yes, but since 
when was loving a nice, safe 
occupation? 

The distaste for Christians 
to get involved in politics 
(with a capital P) is wide- 
spread. Now I’m certainly no 
supporter of George Bush 
(oops, another political opin- 
ion) but I found the amount of 
column inches and TV hours 
dedicated to his support from 
the ‘religious right’ disturbing. 
The British media jumped 
with alacrity on the idea that 
Bush was put back into office 
thanks to the heavy (around 
30% of his vote) support of 
evangelical Christians: it was 
used to give a sinister edge to 
his campaign. Of course, in 

Clergy News 

Revd Antonia Cretney, retired 
Priest, to be Deanery Adviser for 
Vocations, Prayer and Spirituality, 
Wantage; Revd Ron Curtis, NSM 
Curate, Shipton under Wychwood 
with Milton Under Wychwood, 
Fifield and Idbury, to be Priest-in- 
Charge, St Thomas, Stourbridge, 
Worcester; Revd Alan Garrow, 
IMSM, to be Director of Studies, St 
Albans & Oxford Ministry Course, 
Ripon College; Revd Martyn 
Griffiths, Vicar of Preston, to be 
Rector of Henley St Mary; Revd 
David Kaboleh, NSM, St Aldate, 
Oxford, to be House for Duty 




Priest, Akeman, Bicester and Islip; 

Revd John Marsh, leaves as 
House for Duty Priest, Iffley; The 
Venerable John Morrison, 
Archdeacon of Oxford, is to retire; 
Revd Andrew Parkinson, Curate, 
Lancaster Christ Church, to be 
Priest in Charge, Yarnton with 
Begbroke and Shipton on 
Cherwell; Revd Emma Percy to be 
Acting Chaplain of Wadham 
College; Revd Canon Dr Martyn 
Percy to be Principal, Ripon 
College Cuddeston; Revd Marcus 
Saville-Dean has died; Revd 
Hazel Scarr, NSM, Chase 
Benefice, to be House for Duty 
Associate Priest, Hardington Vale 
Benefice, Bath and Wells. 



Bloodlust or sport? Disputing the faith in foxhunting and other letters 



Horror at foxhunting which does not involve the 
clergy article invasion of private land by 

I feel great anger (and not a lit- huntsmen and hounds with 
tie incomprehension) in read- frequent damage and violence 
ing (Nov. Door, page 3): to domestic animals. 

‘Sometimes I see the hunted Inflicting unnecessary suffer- 
hare or fox and I think of | ing on living creatures is wrong. 
Christ. Sometimes I think of i The RSPCA believes that the 
Christ and I see the hound of j hounding and killing of wild 
heaven, doggedly and deter- j animals is cruel and unaccept- 
minedly pursuing me ‘down j able in a civilised society, 
the nights and down the days’.’ Still on the subject of animals 
Can I suggest that it may 1 support the statements made 
make better reading (and a by Marion Lawrence when she 
lot more sense to your read- comments on Animal 
ers) if that bit was substituted Blessings. Like her, I support 
by: ‘Sometimes I see the hare both human and animal chari- 
or fox and think of the ties. Those who are only con- 
slaughter of the innocents, cerned for humans should 
the abuse of God’s power know that those who abuse 
granted to us and, upon see- people start off by abusing ani- 
ing God’s creatures ripped to mals. Animal Welfare Sunday 
shreds in the name of sport, I is now, thankfully, formalised 
sit and cry thinking how fool- in England by an ecumenical 
ish that the Church ever got initiative on the part of 
tied up in this cruelty.’ ‘Catholic Concern for 

I cannot understand how you Animals’, the ‘Anglican 
give valuable space (and front Society for the Welfare of 
page news) to this offensive Animals’ and ‘Quaker 
article. There is so much more Concern for Animals’, 
that needs to be said than pick- Marcelle Williams 
ing up on one misguided ex- ! Wokingham 

clergyman's views. Why this j 

highly charged political issue i I read with dismay the article 
-and why now? i defending hunting by Revd 

Colin Alborough | Phillip Martin. As a Christian 

By email I who has worked in the field 

I of animal welfare for over 20 

As a Christian I cannot sup- i years, I of course know of the 
port hunting nor any other j existence of pro-hunting cler- 
field sport. I am not squeam- j gy and Christians but reading 

ish but opposed to all forms j in a diocesan paper, the 

of cruelty to man or beast. I j attempted justification of this 
see nothing ‘sympathetic’ in j cruel activity by a member of 
hunting. The reduction of the j the clergy is still both shock- 
number of foxes by hunting is j ing and depressing, 
a myth - hunts build artificial | So, St Hubert hunted a stag 
earths, complete with food ! did he? Well, where does St 
and water, to encourage foxes i Hubert feature in the Bible? St 
to breed to keep the numbers j Hubert might have been a man 
up for hunting! | of God but we all fall short! 

Hunting is a satisfaction of i The God I worship is a God of 
blood lust. I know of a fox j compassion. He made the ani- 
being dug out after going to i mals that inhabit this earth as 
ground then held by its tail j well as human beings - in fact, 
for the hounds to tear apart! j according to Genesis, he made 
The exhilaration of riding | them on the same day! He 
across countryside can be | wants us to be wise stewards - 
experienced by draghunting ‘ not cruel despots who exploit 



the weak and vulnerable simply pies offer their stories as a 
because we are able to. resource to the students. 

The question we need to ask Just as the Revd Lynn was 
ourselves is would Jesus be out obviously struck by the chil- 
on the hunting field if he came dren's awareness of what hus- 
back to earth now in 2004? I bands and wives, mums and 
believe the answer to this ques- dads should be, we find the 
tion is pretty obvious No! young people are very percep- 
Jesus was a champion of the tive about marriage and come 
weak and the vulnerable - he with a wealth of questions 
hated hypocrisy. Is there any- revealing their interest and 
thing more hypocritical than concern for how to build 
those who profess to be 'sym- strong marriages and families 
pathetic' to animal welfare and in the future, 
yet are involved in an activity There are two groups working 
where a species of wild animal in the diocese, one centred 
is pursued for hours by a pack around Oxford and 
of hounds until exhausted and Buckinghamshire and the other 
terrified it is killed - not for in Berkshire. We always wel- 
food, but simply because it is a come further support organis- 
'jolly good day out' for a ing the programmes, making 
group of people with nothing contact with schools or as cou- 
better to do! pies willing to share the stories 

Samantha Chandler of their married life with the 

Hartley Witney, Hampshire young people. Anyone inter- 

ested should contact Jim 

In support of hunting Leftwich, 01494 449232 

It was a great pleasure to read (Oxford &C Bucks) or John 
the Rev Philip Martin’s article Kent, 01491 680 288 

about foxhunting. The (Berkshire), 
author explains the country- Liz Percival 
side and the place within it of by email 

field sports so clearly. 

Thanks to you for publish- Dorchester’s forgotten 
ing the article and to Mr war hero 
Martin for writing it. May I be allowed space to 

Gillian Oldfield | correct two inaccuracies in 

Combe, Witney the above article which 

appeared in the November 

Model Marriages edition of ‘The Door’. 

I was delighted to see the arti- Frederick Selwood’s parents 
cle Lessons in Friendship fea- did not refuse the offer of a 
tured on the front page of the headstone in memory of their 
October issue. The experience son. They did not respond to 
of taking part in a wedding cer- the invitation of the 
emony is a very powerful way Commonwealth War Graves 
for children to learn. We use Commission to erect a head- 
similar experiential learning in stone - reasons unknown, 
our work in secondary schools Only with the permission of 
in the Diocese, in which we descendants still living in 

take married couples into Dorchester has the event, so 

schools so the young people kindly reported, been made 
can talk to them. Students possible. 

Exploring Marriage offers Don McGregor 

young people in schools and Dorchester-on-Thames 
Young Offenders Institutions 

the opportunity to ask married For more letters on foxhunting 
couples any questions they and other issues, see our web- 
wish about marriage. The cou- site www.oxford.angiican.org 



Cfmrrf) Restoration Co. \Wk) It b. 

Freephone: 0800 052 1030 




SPECIALISTS IN: 

• CHURCH DECORATION • 

• CHURCH RENOVATION • 
• STONE RESTORATION • 

|~ • CLEANING • 

7 • MASONRY • 

• ROOFING • 
• STAINED GLASS • 
• LISTED BUILDINGS • 



NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 



,e m OSJ nj 

Music in the Abbey music 

* Artistic Director: John Lubbock ABBEY 
Rachel Nicholls, Soprano Jonathan Gunthorpe, Baritone Hilaryjane Parker, Violin OSJ Voices 
Dorchester Abbey, Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 
Saturday 18 December 2004 ~ 7.30pm 

Corelli Christmas Concerto 

Flecha Riu, riu, chiu 

Warlock The First Mercy 

Benjamin Wallfisch A Winter's Tale (Commissioned to celebrate OSJ 
Voices' 10th Anniversary) 

Vivaldi Winter from The Four Seasons 

Bridge Sir Roger de Coverley 

Sibelius Five Christmas Songs 

Poulenc Quatre motets pour le temps de Noel 

Finzi In terra pax 

Tickets range from £10.00 - £25.00 

Box Office: 01865 305305 Fesf,Vfl/ Sponsor: 

www.ticketsoxford.com 

For a Christmas leaflet call OSJ 
Tel: 020 8857 8579 or 

email: info@osj.org.uk The Taste of Honey 



Estimates & Advice given free without obligation 



piiM 

please ring 

Sue Williams 

on: 

MM 

Fax: 01527 892152 

E-mail: 

crDss.pulilicatiDns@virgin.net 
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Christmas story 



li 



Christmas story 




Winners of Environmental 
& Innovation Awards 



Launch National Franchise opportunities 

Special Promotion £15,000 + vehicle to readers 
of the Door. 

Contact: Euro Environmental Containers 
Telephone: 0845 108 4428 
enquiries@euroenvironmentalcontainers.co.uk 
www.euroenvironmentalcontainers.co.uk 



Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 

Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children’s and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 
Telephone: 

Jennie’s Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 




For a free, no obligation quote, please call 0800 328 3671 



Treat yourself - or family and friends 

V to a newly published copy of % ^ 

Hymns for Christmas jf 

- the third volume in the series of six of 
Favourite Hymns - from Grasshopper 
Publishing - compiled by Derrick Hanson 
These beautifully presented books cover the 
stories of the hymns, their meaning, their 
authors and their music. Each volume has a 
complimentary CD with choral recordings of 
the hymns. Priced at £16.00 each, there is a 
discounted price of £14.00 each for orders of 
two or more books - postage and packing free. 

Further details of Hymns for Christmas 
and the other books in the six volume series from: 
Grasshopper Publishing Ltd., PO 95, 
Liverpool L37 7WX or 
(Tel.) 01704-874040 or (Fax) 01704-831731 
www.grasshopperpublishing.ltd.uk 



Resource 




Resource is a new initiative, based in Abingdon, which 
has grown out of the long and faithful work of Anglican 
Renewal Ministries. Its vision is for renewal for mission in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. We seek an experienced 
Administrator to work alongside the Director, and with 
Secretarial support. 

The Administrator will be responsible for the day-to day 
operation of Resource, management of the office and 
oversight of the finances, and will be self-starting and 
motivating, relating to a Team of Associates and 
Missioners as well as to Dioceses, churches, agencies and 
individuals with whom Resource works. Details of salary 
scales with a full job description and person specification 
and details of the January interviews are available on 
request from 

Martin Cavender, Director, Resource, 

4 Old Station Yard, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3LD 
(Registered Charity No 327035) 

Tel: 01235 553722 Fax: 553922 



Preparation for a journey 



A short story for Christmas by Door reader Valentine 
Hulse from Wantage. Illustrations by Patricia Drew 



THE door rattled. It was a bit late in 
the day for a customer in our line of 
business: Goods Carried - Pack 
Animals for Hire or Exchange. It 
was mine, but I've got too old, well 
over my three score and ten. So 
Reuben, my son owns it. He'd want- 
ed to go out and I was left in charge. 
I listened again, then came a gentle 
knock. I shouted ‘Come in’. The 
door opened, very hesitantly. A 
smallish man came in. At first I 
thought him very elderly but as he 
came nearer I could see he was noth- 
ing like as old as me. There he stood, 
rather diffidendy, not the monied 
type I used to prefer to do business 
with, but since I've had more time to 
think, things look different. Some 
friends and I study the Law and the 
Prophets and think about Yahweh's 
commands and how He wants us to 
live. I murmured to myself a verse 
from the psalms: How I delight in 
your commandments and how 
deeply do I love them. Lots of things 
I wish I hadn't done, but the Lord 
has given me time. 

So I began by having a chat with 
this little man. He said he had come 
from the North, I could tell that 
from his accent. He seemed to lead a 
busy life, hard working. What's 
more, not long married again. ‘Yes’, 
he said, ‘a young woman’. Then he 
went quiet. I didn't know quite 
what to say but eventually I said 
‘She's alright, isn't she?’ ‘Oh yes’ he 
said, hesitated again and said ‘she's 
just had her first baby, a son - a 
lovely little chap’, ‘That's good’, I 
said ‘a child for your old age’. He 
smiled for a moment then went 
deadly serious. ‘We are in danger. 
The Lord warned me in a dream. I 
don't understand. I've never under- 
stood properly. But I must protect 
the child. We must move, travel fur- 
ther south, even as far as Egypt, 
away from the authorities.’ 

‘But’, I said ‘the authorities can't 
be agin a little baby? You're not a 
Zealot or one of those troublemak- 
ers. You look a craftsman’ (I'd seen 
his hands). 

‘Yes’, he said ‘a carpenter’. 

‘Surely, then your wife and baby 
should be alright?’ 

‘But the Lord told me.’ 

He spoke in such a way I felt I 
couldn't argue. He stood there and I 
sat at the desk and for a few 
moments we didn't say anything. I 
broke the silence with my old busi- 
ness approach. ‘Can I do anything 
for you?’ 

‘You may be able to,’ he replied, 
more diffidently than ever. Then, at 
last, he began to explain, ‘I had to 
register here, in the town of David.’ 
I nodded and he continued: ‘It was a 
long way to come. The donkey, it's 
my working animal, just managed 
it. When the time came, after the 
baby was born, for my wife's purifi- 
cation and to make the sacrifices 
required for the boy, it seemed right, 



being so near, to go to the Temple. 
The donkey carried her and the 
baby alright but coming back it 
started to stumble. At home I would 
put it out to grass for a few weeks 
but we can't wait, we must go, it's 
the Lord's command. And the don- 
key is in no condition to carry my 
wife and child to Egypt. Could’, he 
almost stammered, ‘could you 
exchange it for a fresher animal?’ 
‘Well’, I said ‘can we go and see it?’ 
“I suppose so’ he said, ‘we're only 
humble folk and it was good of 
them to put us in the stable. No 
room we could afford. So that's 
where we are. The donkey too.’ 



WHEN we got there I didn't like 
the look of the donkey. Take weeks 
to get it into shape. And plenty of 
expensive fodder. That would mean 
quite a fee for a beast strong enough 




'We are in danger. The 
Lord warned me in a 
dream. I don't understand. 
I've never understood 
properly. But I must pro- 
tect the child' said Yusef 



thought was a cradle then realised 
was a manger. By then I knew that 
all ordinary praise would, somehow, 
not be good enough. She spoke a 
few words to the child, smiling all 
the time. Then, for a moment her 
eyes met mine. As she turned once 
more to the baby and I looked at 
them both I felt a glow of peace, 
such peace I couldn't understand it 
but I wanted to go on looking at 
them for ever. My heart wanted to 
sing praises to the Lord but no 
words came. Instead I went down 
on my creaking knees and touched 
his little hand. How long I knelt 
there I don't know. I wanted to stay, 
just kneeling. 

Miriam helped me up and stead- 
ied me. I was conscious of her 
strength again. She smiled at me and 
I smiled back in thanks. Her hus- 
band looked on, caringly and replete 
in his happiness. He put a stool for 
me to sit on. I couldn't have stood, 
my legs seemed to have lost the 
power to stand. As I sat, waiting for 
them to feel strong again, a curious 
thought came into my mind. I felt as 
if a temple priest had taken me into 
the Holy of Holies - I know it isn't 
permitted but the more I looked at 
the baby the more I felt it. I couldn't 
contain what I felt, a kind of joy I'd 
never known before and tears began 
to trickle down my old wrinkled 
cheeks. 

Eventually I turned to Yusef (that 
is what Miriam called him) ‘You've 
got a long journey ahead of you. 
We'd best go back and a choose a 
good donkey for you, Bring your 
beast along and we'll see what we 
can do!’ Miriam's smile seemed to 
contain a prayer. Whether mine did, 
I don't know, but I wanted it to. 



to get to Egypt, even using the 
coastal route. I was about to 
explain, as gently as I could but 
there was the little man beaming at 
me. ‘Come and see Miriam and the 
child.’ He grabbed me by the elbow 
and pulled me to what must have 
been a stall. There was plenty of 
straw and she sat on a stool, feeding 
the baby. 

‘The blessing of Yahweh be on 
your child,’ I said, as I would do to 
any mother with her baby but then I 
found myself adding ‘and on you 
too, my dear.’ 

‘I thank you for us both,’ she said. 

She took me by surprise, I didn't 
expect anyone who would look 
quite like she did. She must have 
been fairly young but it wasn't her 
youth which impressed, as with 
many mothers and their first born. 
Nothing fragile about her. Indeed, it 
was as if her whole being radiated 
strength and certainty. I would nor- 
mally have said a few pleasant 
things about the baby as she laid 
him on the straw in what I first 



FT seemed a long way back to our 
place, with Yusef leading his donkey 
and my legs still a bit shaky. I start- 
ed to wonder what I could do for the 
little family but Yusef broke the 
silence: ‘I wasn't prepared for this 
expense. I've not got much money. 
Perhaps I could sell something which 
was given to the child.’ 

‘No!’ I said firmly and I saw him 
flinch as if I'd hit him. ‘If we can't do 
a deal...’ he was saying, but I inter- 
rupted him ‘We'll do a deal alright. 
I'll see you and Miriam and the 
child get started for Egypt. I'll find 
you a decent animal, strong but gen- 
tle, Don't you worry.’ 

‘But I do’, he said ‘I've had such 
worry ever since Miriam and I were 
betrothed.’ I suppose I looked puz- 
zled but he went on: ‘So much has 
happened. Many things. Some so 
strange, so unbelievable I dare not 
talk about them.’ 

I wanted to ask him more but 
being in business I had learned not 
to be too inquisitive with customers. 
However, he continued: ‘One bit I 
can tell you. Lots of people were 




close to us in the Temple. We'd 
taken the little lad there to make the 
sacrifice according to the law and 
I'd paid for the two pigeons.’ 
Pigeons, I thought. When Reuben 
was born I'd been able to afford a 
lamb without blemish. ‘When the 
priest had finished,’ he continued, 
‘along comes a very old man, whom 
everyone seemed to know, and he 
began to speak such wonderful 
words. If Miriam was here she'd 
repeat them to you, word for word. 
She's got a wonderful way with 
words herself and remembers better 
than I do. But I do remember that 
Simeon, the old man, turned to 
Miriam and said that when the child 
becomes a fully grown man he would 
meet terrible opposition and that 
Miriam herself would be pierced to 
the very soul. So not only do we have 
to go to Egypt to keep out of Herod's 
way but there is going to be trouble 
when the boy grows up. I may well 
have died by then so I want to do my 



best for him and his mother 
whilst I can. I'm sure there is 
something special about the 
baby.’ I knew he was right. I have 
never been affected by the sight 
of a baby as I was in that stable. 
Immensely different, even from 
when I first looked on Reuben - 
and he was my first bom. 

We crossed over to the far 
door and I led him to the stalls 
where we keep our beasts. No 
good offering him a horse, 
though it would travel quicker. 
Yusef wouldn't be able to han- 
dle anything bigger than a don- 
key so I took him to where we 
keep the best and most reliable 
donkeys. ‘How about that 
one?’ I said. Yusef went up to it, 
and looked it over quite knowl- 
edgeably. I could tell he liked it 
but he turned to me and shook 
his head, ‘I couldn't afford that 
one - it is so much better than 
my beast.’ It was, indeed, the 



best one we had so I knew I had 
to be firm with him. ‘Never you 
mind,’ I said, ‘that is the one 
you are having - and you are 
not paying anything for it.’ 

‘But the money’ he said. We 
went on with a sort of topsy- 
turvey bargaining - just the 
opposite to what I used to do. I 
once had the reputation of a 
hard bargainer and indeed I 
was. So Yusef had the donkey. 
Thus, he got a fresh strong don- 
key as a straight exchange and I 
would have to explain to 
Reuben when he returned. 
Meanwhile Yusef was getting 
quite excited, patting the don- 
key and talking, partly to it and 
partly to me. ‘I've prayed to the 
Lord for you,’ he said, address- 
ing the donkey and quoted from 
the psalms, Hear me for I am 
poor and in misery. Then, turn- 
ing to me he said, ‘And the Lord 
did hear me. He sent me to 



you.’ It was a strange feeling, 
there was I doing Yahweh's will 
and not knowing it! The first 
time in my long life, I'm sure. 

It was getting quite dark so I 
wasn't surprised when Yusef 
said he wanted to go back to 
Miriam and the babe. ‘Lor,’ he 
said, ‘I think we'd best start for 
Egypt in the morning.’ 



I WAS recording the transac- 
tion as we always do when in 
walked Reuben. He had not 
enjoyed himself so we turned to 
business. Earlier, I'd sold a load 
of fodder at our usual price, 
then I had to tell him I had done 
a straight exchange over two 
donkeys. I couldn't tell him 
about Yusef, Miriam and the 
baby, less still that I'd met holi- 
ness in that stable. He would 
have said that sort of rigmarole 
wasn't business, as I might have 



said at his age. So I couldn't 
explain and after he had seen 
Yusef' s donkey he made it plain 
he was not pleased. He wasn't 
disrespectful but he let me know 
he wasn't going to ask me for my 
help in future. It was a distressing 
end to the day. 



THAT night I didn't sleep well. 
I thought of Yusef and Miriam 
with the babe getting ready to 
leave for Egypt, I felt I must see 
them again. I got up early and 
creeping out of the house I set off 
for the stable at the inn. I hurried 
but at my age got out of breath 
and when I got to the stable I 
found they had gone. 

Esther, who looks after the inn 
when her husband is working on 
the farm, told me they had left 
before dawn so I couldn't catch up 
with them. She believed in Yusef's 
dream as much as I did and was 
concerned lest the authorities 
should come looking for Miriam's 
child and mistake her young son 
for him. I saw the danger and 



agreed with her husband's advice 
that she should take the boy and 
stay with her married sister who 
lives in Bethany. 

I left her making her prepara- 
tions, wished her well, and slow- 
ly, disappointedly made my way 
home. When I got there it didn't 
seem like my real home and not 
only because I was excluded from 
the business. Everything seemed 



'Everything seemed 
different after being 
with Miriam and her 
little lad' 



different after being with Miriam 
and her little lad. Yes, and being 
with poor worried Yusef too. 



IT took me a day or two to 
decide but here I am, staying 
with my young cousin who lives 
on the Jerusalem side of the 
Mount of Olives. He had often 



invited me to stay with him and 
after talking it over with Reuben 
I decided to come. The day 
before yesterday a small body of 
Herod's troops passed, going 
south, towards Bethlehem. I 
hoped they were not going in 
search of Miriam's child. If they 
were at least they won't find him 
but what will they do then? I 
wouldn't trust anyone connected 
with Herod. 

Tomorrow my cousin is taking 
me to see Simeon. My cousin has 
heard the story about Simeon say- 
ing that a baby boy brought to be 
redeemed by a sacrifice was to be 
the Messiah. But my cousin can't 
find anyone who knows who the 
parents were, even though the 
mother was there for purifica- 
tion. I'm hoping Simeon, who 
they say is getting frailer than 
ever, will be able to tell me the 
mother was Miriam and the 
baby boy her baby. If it was, it 
would explain everything. I'm 
looking forward to seeing 
Simeon, and hearing what he has 
to say. I am. Very, very much. 




St. Luke's is an independent acute surgical hospital providing free consultation and treatment 
for Anglican clergy and their families. 255 honorary consultants give their time for free, 
performing over 700 operations a year, but the hospital still costs £4,500 per day to run. 
Without your voluntary donations, St. Luke's would not be able to provide life-saving treatment 
and specialist care to the clergy for free. Please help us this Christmas to help them by sending 
a donation to: St. Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square. London WIT 6AH. (Please 
make cheques payable to St. Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy). 



Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax 020 7383 4812 
Email: stlukeOstlukeshospital org uk 
Website: www.stlukesho5pital.org.uk 
Registered charity no 209236 



St. Luke’s 



HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

1904-2004 100 Yean of Christian Care 





December and January Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



December 2004 Evangelist: clergy - Denise Critchell, and its massive building repairs. All 

‘The glory of the Lord shall be Mike Withers; lay worker - Norman with extra responsibility during 

revealed, and all mankind shall see Critchell. Monks Risborough St vacancies. All involved with our 

if Isaiah 40:5 Dunstan: clergy - Andrew Meynell, church schools. Area dean - Jo 

In the power of the Spirit and in Moira Spence. Princes Risborough Loveridge; synod lay chairman - 

union with Christ, let us pray to the St Mal 7 Hmer: clergy - Paul Fiske, Andrew Bond. 

Father Lissa Gibbons. Sun 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Thu 9 Stone St John the Baptist, All who provide food and accom- 

Wed 1 Andrew the Apostle. Dinton SS Peter and Paul and modation for those in need. All who 

Aylesbury Deanery. Area dean - Hartwell: clergy - David Cooke; work in the hotel and catering indus- 

Timothy Higgins; associate area licensed lay minister - Avril Clark. try, serving that others may have 

dean -Tina Stirling; synod lay chair- Worminghall with Ickford, Oakley leisure. 

man - Roger Harwood; clergy - and Shabbington: clergy - Laura Mon 20 Bradfield and Stanford 

Nancy Wallace, David Wallace: Wilford; licensed lay minister - Dingley: clergy - Eddie Marquez, 

licensed lay minister - Reg Taylor. Anthony Gibson. Raymond Obin, Rosemary Green; 

World AIDS Day Fri 10 Chipping Norton Deanery. licensed lay minister - Brian Norris. 

Thu 2 Aylesbury with Bierton and Area dean - Stephen Weston; synod Bucklebury: clergy - Eddie Marquez, 

Hulcot: clergy - Timothy Higgins, lay chairman - Ian Henderson. Raymond Obin; licensed lay minis- 

Julia Wright. Aylesbury St Mary: Sat 1 1 Ascott-under-Wychwood and ters - David Sammon, Michael 

clergy - Timothy Higgins, Diana The Chase: clergy - Mark Abrey, Kerry. 

Glover, Julia Wright. Bierton St Hazel Scarr. Charlbury St Mary the Tue 21 Aldermaston with Wasing 

James the Great and Hulcott All Virgin: clergy - Judy French; licensed and Brimpton: clergy - Pete Steele. 

Saints: churchwardens during vacan- lay minister - Penny Naime. Bucklebury: clergy - Eddie 

cies. Quarrendon St Peter: clergy - Sun 12 Third Sunday of Advent Marquez; licensed lay ministers - 

Peter Atkinson. Aylesbury Deaf Those who work in the medicine David Sammon, Michael Kerry. 

Church: chaplain - Roger Williams; aspects of health care: the pharma- Wed 22 Basildon with Aldworth 

licensed lay ministers for the deaf - ceutical industry, pharmacists and all and Ashampstead: clergy - Alan 

Ursula Coles, Mary Lovegrove. working in chemist shops serving Hogarth, Charlie Vere Nicoll, Anne 

Fri 3 Walton: churchwardens dur- our local communities. Kiggell; licensed lay ministers - 

ing vacancy. Walton Holy Trinity: Mon 13 Chipping Norton Team Margaret Davey, George Hudson, 

clergy - Andrew Blyth; Church ministry: clergy - Stephen Weston, Thu 23 Sulhampstead Abbots and 

Army - Rupert Hankey; lay pastor - Hugh Williams, Tony Cannon, Bannister with Ufton Nervet: clergy 

Roger Axtell; licensed lay minister - Nigel Hawkes, Stephen Hayes; - p e ter Dewey. Theale with Engle- 

Martin Roper; reader emeritus - licensed lay minister - Elizabeth field: clergy - Geoffrey Borrowdale, 

Betty Schweir. Southcourt, Church Mann. Chipping Norton with Over Tom Ekin; licensed lay minister - 

of the Good Shepherd: clergy - Norton, Chipping Norton St Mary Chris Braddock. 

David Lawton; licensed lay minister the Virgin: licensed lay ministers - Fri 24 Woolhampton with 

-Alan Foster. Elizabeth Allen, John Forrest, Jenny Midgham and Beenham Valence: 

Sat 4 Broughton: clergy - Laurence Alidina. Kingham and Daylesford, clergy - Elizabeth Oke, John 

Meering. Bedgrove Holy Spirit: cler- Kingham St Andrew: licensed lay Webster; licensed lay minister - 

gy - Laurence Meering; licensed lay minister - Mike Hall. Little Hanslip Long: churchwardens dur- 

ministers - Marie Carey, Joe Groat. Compton, Little Compton St Denys: fog vacancy. 

Bernwode, Brill All Saints (LEP), licensed lay minister - Stephen Freer. sat 25 Christmas Day Thanksgiv- 

Boarstall St James, Chilton St Mary Tue 14 Great Tew with Little Tew ; n g f or the mystery of the incarna- 

the Virgin, Dorton St John the and Over Worton with Nether t ion. Those for whom today brings 

Baptist, Ludgershall St Mary the Worton: clergy - Abbott Conway. sorrow instead of joy, especially 

Virgin, Wotton Underwood All Wed 15 Hook Norton with Great those who are lonely and think no 

Saints and Ashendon St Mary: cler- Rollright, Swerford and Wigging- one cares or p ra y S for them, 

gy - Tina Stirling, Antony White. ton: clergy - John Acreman, Sun 26 First Sunday of Christmas 

Sun 5 Second Sunday of Advent Christopher Turner, Wendy Cun- - Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr 

Those who entertain us locally. All ningham: licensed lay minister - Those in our communities who are 

who work in radio, television and Janet Collins. intimidated because of their faith in 

theatres, especially those sharing a Thu 16 Ramsden, Finstock and Jesus Christ, those seeking refuge 

Christian message Fawlei; Leafield with Wychwood from persecution and all efforts in 

Mon 6 Long Crendon with Chearsley and Wilcote: clergy - Jane Knowles, the diocese that support the perse- 

and Nether Winchendon: clergy - Sarah Jones, Brian Ford. cuted church throughout the world.. 

Roger Jackson, Arthur Taylor Fri 1 7 Shipton-under- Wychwood w. Mon 27 John, Apostle and 

Tue 7 Haddenham with Cudding- Milton-under- Wychwood, Fifield Evangelist Those in the diocese 

ton, Kingsey and Aston Sandford: and Idbury: clergy - Wendy Callan, being called to evangelise, initiatives 

clergy - Chris Denham, John Race; Ron Curtis, A. Hartley; licensed lay for outreach and each of us that we 

licensed lay ministers - Pam ministers - Anthony Cable, Bob may witness in our lives to the com- 

Halliwell, Colin Faiers-Nicholls, Forster. ing of the King of kings. 

Jennie Rake; youth worker - Sat 18 Bradfield Deanery. Give Tue 28 Holy Innocents Vulnerable 

Madeleine Williams. thanks for those new to the deanery children and adults. All statutory 

Wed 8 Risborough: clergy - Paul in the last year and pray that all may and voluntary agencies that relieve 

Fiske, Mike Withers, Lissa Gibbons, share and promote our vision of a the pressures of families in distress. 

Moira Spence; licensed lay minister ‘mission shaped church’. For our For more workers in the field of 

- Geoffrey Stevens. Bledlow with appointment of a deanery youth practical care. Children and parents 

Saunderton and Horsenden: clergy - officer and discussions on this vital who cannot be together during the 

David Dewick. Lacey Green St John the part of our mission. Theale parish Christmas celebrations. 



Wed 29 Burghfield: clergy - Jo priest and the parishes where they parishes; partnership between 

Loveridge; licensed lay minister - will serve. Those who were baptised churches and effective use of 

Amy Perry. in the previous year and their fami- resources in the cause of mission; 

Thu 30 Stratfield Mortimer and lies. All who are godparents. wise leadership and courage to take 

Mortimer West End with Padworth: Mon 10 Cowley Team Ministry: risks for the gospel; encouragement 

clergy - Paul Chaplin, Christopher clergy - Stephen Hartley, Lome for those feeling over-burdened or 

Lea, Juliet Straw. Denny, Wazir Chand; licensed lay hard-pressed; the particular chal- 

Fri 31 Pangbourne with Tidmarsh minister - Eric Uren. lenges of reaching the wealthier and 

and Sulham: clergy - John Staples; Tue 1 1 Blackbird Leys LEP: clergy poorer. Area dean - Lee Rayfield; 

licensed lay minister - Marion - David Parry, Fleur Houston, synod lay chairman - M. Chandler; 

Collier. Purley: clergy - Roger Patrick Mukholi; community work- ecumenical representative - Richard 

Howell, Jean Rothery, Andrew er - Jim Hewitt. Holroyd. 

Mackie. Wed 1 2 Cowley St John - SS Mary Thu 20 Bray: clergy - George 

and John, St Alban the Martyr, St Repath. Clewer: clergy - Louise 

January 2005 Bartholomew’s Chapel, St John the Brown. The Cookhams: clergy - 

‘God’s love for us was revealed Evangelist (St Stephen’s House): Michael Smith, Anthony Welling, 

when God sent his only Son into the clergy - Adam Romanis, Keith Terrie Robinson, Philip Ind; licensed 

world, so that we could have life Lamdin, Margaret Anne ASSP, lay minister - Charles Walmsley; 

through him’ 1 John 4:9 Alwin Samuel; licensed lay minis- youth worker - Dave Walker. 

ters - Janet Proudman, Jon Fri 21 Dedworth: clergy - Louise 

Sat 1 Naming and Circumcision of Bowden. Brown. 

Jesus Buckingham Deanery Thu 13 Headington Quarry: clergy Sat 22 Burchetts Green: clergy - 
Group Ministry. Area dean - Kevin - Tom Honey, Linda Green; lay Theresa Scott, Dilys Woodmore; 

Ashby; synod lay chairman - Juliet pastor - D. Twycross. Headington licensed lay ministers - Hilary 

Rudolf; ecumenical representative - St Andrew: clergy - Michael Davis, Teresa Kennard. 

Valerie Rushton. Brewin; licensed lay minister - Sun 23 Third Sunday of Epiphany 

Sun 2 Second Sunday of David Price. - Conversion of St Paul Those acts 

Christmas All connected with Fri 14 Headington St Mary: clergy of unity between the churches and 

wood for their employment, creativ- - Jonathan Sewell, Stephanie denominations that meet the needs 

ity and worship. For sustainable Bullock; licensed lay ministers - of their communities, especially the 

forestry and recycling initiatives. Bernice Adepegba, Richard Chand. homeless, those in temporary 

Mon 3 Lenborough, Adstock, Highfield: clergy - James Cocke; accommodation, those seeking safe- 

Gawcott, Hillesden, Padbury: clergy licensed lay ministers - James ty or support. 

- Tom Gibbons, Jenny Shields. Larminie, Eve Vause. Mon 24 Maidenhead St Luke: cler- 

Tue 4 Buckingham - Sat 15 Iffley: clergy - Richard Lea, gy - Richard Holroyd; licensed lay 

Beachampton, Buckingham SS Peter David Barton. Littlemore: clergy - ministers - Bob Glen, Sonya Clarke, 

and Paul, Radclive cum Bernhard Schunemann, Margreet Tue 25 Maidenhead All Saints: cler- 

Chackmore, Thornborough, Armitstead, Sarah Coakley, Teresa gy - Rosemary Bragg; churchwar- 

Thomton with Nash, Waddon: cler- Morgan, John Muddiman. dens during the vacancies, 

gy - Kevin Ashby, Michelle Morton; Sun 16 Second Sunday of Maidenhead St Andrew and St 

licensed lay ministers - Pat Epiphany - Week of Prayer for Mary Magdalene: clergy - Will 

Faulkner, John King. Radclive cum Christian Unity ‘Churches together’ Stileman, Neil Watkinson; licensed 

Chackmore and Thornborough: networks, local ecumenical partner- l ay ministers - Ruth Knight, Jill 

clergy - Philip Derbyshire ships and projects, that they may Palfrey; youth worker - Jon 

Wed 5 North Buckingham - continue to draw Christians of dif- Tattersall. 

Akeley, Leckhampstead, ferent denominations to be one in Wed 26 Maidenhead St Peter: cler- 

Lillingstone Dayrell, Lillingstone Christ. Communication and recon- gy _ Lee Rayfield, Jeremy Hyde, 

Lovell, Maids Moreton with ciliation within Christian communi- Charles Parry; licensed lay worker - 

Foscott: clergy - Jean Price; licensed ties; grace and patience to bear with Edna Conibear; licensed lay minis- 
lay minister - Margaret Culley; one another when we disagree ters - Brian Rose, Pat Rose, Doris 

churchwardens during vacancy. strongly; joy and faith in believing. Swinbank. 

Thu 6 The Epiphany Our Bishops Mon 17 Oxford St Clement: clergy Thu 27 Maidenhead Good 

Richard (Oxford), Alan - Bruce Gillingham, Vera Sinton; Shepherd Cox Green: licensed lay 

(Buckingham), Colin (Dorchester), licensed lay ministers - Toby minister - Margaret Bird: church- 

and Stephen (Reading). Garfitt, Kenneth Howson; licensed wardens during vacancy. 

Fri 7 Stowe: clergy - Ron Bundock. youth worker - Chris Trent. Fri 28 New Windsor Team 

West Buckingham - Biddlesden, Sandford-on-Thames: clergy - Ministry: clergy - Ainsley Swift, 

Shalstone, Tingewick, Turweston, Robert Morgan, Lydia Cook; Mary Barnes, David Dadswell, John 

Water Stratford Westbury: clergy - licensed lay ministers - Brian Quick. 

Liz Simpson. Andrews, Liz Shatford. Sat 29 Old Windsor St Peter and 

Sat 8 Cowley Deanery. Area dean Tue 1 8 Marston with Elsfield: cler- St Andrew: clergy - Nigel Pocock: 

- Elaine Bardwell; synod lay chair- gy - Tony Price, Anne Holmes; licensed lay minister - Mary 

man - Patricia Michael; clergy - Ian licensed lay ministers - Robert Hutchinson. 

Adams; licensed lay ministers - Bruce, David Cranston, Ben Sun 30 Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

Philip Clayton, Alan Wakeley: ecu- Knighton. New Marston: clergy - Those within the diocese who act as 

menical representative - David Elaine Bardwell, Joanna Coney, advocates for the disadvantaged. 

Owen. Rosemary Rycraft; licensed lay min- Mon 31 White Waltham with 

Sun 9 First Sunday of Epiphany - ister - Alison Salvesen. Shottesbrooke: clergy - David 

Baptism of Christ Those who are Wed 19 Maidenhead Deanery. The Andrew. Waltham St Lawrence: 

to be ordained today as deacon or development of ministry in all clergy - Richard Nunn. 
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A history of God’s 
Holy Hill 



George Bush and the 
Biblical apocalypse 



by Bj*l§|ey 

I REMEMBER ten years ago, 
as an auxiliary nurse and 
prospective ordinand, driving 
to Cuddesdon from London 
by a most bizarre route (round 
Maidenhead and up the B480) 
to try and get a sense of the 
place, and on seeing the ‘holy 
hill’ for the first time from the 
brow of the hill before 
Chippinghurst, immediately 
feeling affection for it. 

Mark Chapman’s affection 
for the ‘holy hill’ is demon- 
strated by this history, which 
he is ideally placed to write, 
being vice-principal of the the- 
ological college and also NSM 
curate of the parish. His own 
specialism is early twentieth- 
century theological history, 
but in this book he has ven- 
tured forth to cover other 



periods, back to Roman times; 
and the fact that he so ably 
turns from Saxon burials to 
church architecture to dis- 
putes of ecclesiastical econom- 
ics and politics is a tribute to 
his great giftedness as a 
historian. 

For this is genuine historical 
research, with over a hundred 
illustrations, and touchingly 
dedicated to an exemplary 
churchwarden. How Mark 
has managed to produce it 
alongside his teaching and 
other college responsibilities, 
and his other academic stud- 
ies, is beyond me. He has done 
the church, the village and the 
college an enormous service. 

Never mind the odd typo 
(eg Edward King’s ‘feast-day’ 
is 8 not 4 March, page 131 
note 1) and the all-too-brief 
conclusion: this book is a 



remarkable achievement, and 
an ideal Christmas present for 
those with an affection for 
church history, or 
Oxfordshire, or who have 
trained at and/or lived in the 
college. Published on 1 
November and priced £12.99, 
the book is available direct 
from Jon Carpenter 
Publishing on 01608 819117. 

Michael Brierley is chaplain to 
the Bishop of Oxford and stud- 
ied at Cuddesdon from 1 995 - 
1998 




In memory of the fallen of Dorchester 



by Zoe Taylor 

A TRIBUTE to the fallen men 
of both the Great Wars (1914- 
18, 1939-45), the book is 
written in memory of the men 
from Dorchester-on-Thames 
who served their country. 

The book is about the thirty 
soldiers, whose names are 
inscribed on the village war 
memorial (in Dorchester-on- 
Thames), details of their fami- 
ly backgrounds, their proud 
services to their country, and 
the unfortunate circumstances 
that led to their deaths all 
bought together with some 
real life anecdotes, and 



archive photographs. 

This book is a lovely collec- 
tion of stories about the sol- 
diers who battled for the free- 
dom that we have in today’s 
modern society. It is a great 
way to learn about the lives of 
the men that lived in 
Oxfordshire, and the history 
of the Two World Wars. 

This book is aimed at any- 
one who has a hunger for war 
knowledge, and it would 
make the perfect Christmas 
present for all those interested 
in the world wars. Overall a 
great read, a real treat for 
local historians, out just in 
time for Christmas. 



The book is available from 
D P McGregor, 13 
Herringcote, Dorchester on 
Thames, 0X10 7RD 

Zoe Taylor is a pupil at The 
Cherwell School, Oxford and 
spent a week's work experience 
with The Door 

LEST WE FORGET 
D P MCGREGOR 
£7.50 

PROFITS TO ROYAL 
BRITISH LEGION 




PUPPY SOCIALISE RS WANTED 

Could you take a puppy or young dog like little Eider 
and Casey here into your home for a few months? 

Could you teach them basic obedience, and introduce 
them to new experiences and people? 

Could you then hand them back for training as a 
hearing dog? 

If so . . . we’d like to hear from you! 

Local charity Hearing Dogs for Deaf People trains dogs, 
many from rescue centres, to alert deaf people to 
everyday sounds and danger signals. 

Puppies and young dogs are recruited between the ages of eight weeks and three years - 
and puppy socialises play a vital role in the training of these potential hearing dogs. 

A current socialiser says: "It’s a great feeling knowing we’ve played a part in a rescue 
puppy’s success as a working companion. But the best thing is learning about the 
important partnerships between puppies you have nurtured and their new deaf owners”. 

Call us now on: j&fc Hearing Dogs 




01844 348 105 



I for Deaf People 



Charities Comm. No. 293358 



Cr0Ss -^, ^'• ne ‘ 
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please ring Sue Williams on: 

E-mail: cross.Dublications@virsin.net 



by Christopher Rowland 

A DECADE ago I read one of 
the most remarkable books I 
have ever read. It was called 
An Ethic for Christians and 
Other Aliens in a Strange 
Land. It was by William 
Stringfellow, a US theologian, 
whose work is not widely 
known. It was written at the 
height of the Vietnam War 
when American opinion was 
even more polarised than it is 
today. In it Stringfellow used 
the images of the Book of 
Revelation to offer a searching 
reflection on American society 
and values. Surprisingly, to 
those who assumed that 
America’s destiny put it on the 
side of the New Jerusalem, 
Stringfellow said that 
America, as one of the princi- 
palities and powers talked of 
by the apostle Paul was in fact 
on the opposite side, that of 
Babylon. Stringfellow’s book 



offers an antecedent for 
Michael Northcott’s timely 
challenge to the apocalyptic 
religion of America, and the 
preoccupation in some quar- 
ters with the Book of 
Revelation as a kind of map of 
the end of the world. 
Although Northcott doesn’t 
mention Stringfellow, like him 
he points out that preoccupa- 
tion with the end of the World 
is not the only way to read the 
last book of the Christian 
Bible: Biblical apocalyptic, 
rightly interpreted, provide 
powerful resources for 
Christians to resist and cri- 
tique American imperialism. 
Northcott also draws on some 
of the alternative Christian 
positions on offer in the US. 
Prime among them is that of 
the Mennonite theologian 
John Howard Yoder, especial- 
ly the critique of Christen- 
dom, his pacifism as well as 
the practical work of 



Mennonites in conflict resolu- 
tion. Northcott’s book illumi- 
nates the background of the 
religious culture of the now 
dominant segment of modern 
North American religion, 
which has been particularly 
influential on George Bush 
and Republican politics, and 
points out that this is not the 
only theological voice we 
should be heeding in this pow- 
erful and, for us all, important 
nation. 

Christopher Rowland is Dean 
Ireland Professor of Exegesis 
of Holy Scripture at Queen's 
College, Oxford 




A vibrant, colourful collection of paintings by 
artist Paul Forsey,The Life of Jesus aims to 
encourage children and adults to think afresh 
about the Christian story. 

Each striking artwork depicts a key event in the 
life of Jesus in an unusual and innovative way. 
Biblical text accompanies each image. Each 
dramatic image invites readers to question their 
understanding of Jesus' message and the artist's 
own intentions. 

The book is aimed at 7 - 11 year olds and is a 
wonderful new resource for teachers. Along with 
the accompanying teachers guide by David Barton 
and Jo Fageant, it has been warmly endorsed by 
the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries. He described it as: 'Quite simply a brilliant 
book which I believe could prove something of a 
breakthrough for the teaching of RE/ 

Paul Forsey's paintings have been exhibited around 
the country. The Diocese of Oxford initially 
commissioned him to produce the illustrations, and 
the book was then developed in association with 
the publishers, BRF. 






Joint problems? ...Now an even easier way to 
4 join the thousands of people enjoying natural 
Nectar Ease, a unique and delicious blend of 
^ \ New Zealand’s finest active Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom. 

Try a 1 week trial pack of Nectar Ease Honey & Nectar Ease Balm 

for FREE! 

Simply send a cheque for £2 Postage & Packaging to: 

Nectar Ease UK Ltd, 18 Knightshill, Lea, nr Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire 
HR9 7 LA.. Sales Freephone: 0800 7830942 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 



A Free weeks trial 
of Nectar Ease 
Honey & Balm, 
just send £2 for 
the p & p. 






Door closes 






‘Why don’t you 
and Em get a tan- 
dem?’ This was a 
suggestion made 
to Mark (the vicar) 
after someone had 
observed the two 
of us arriving at a 
church function on 
‘It’d never work,’ \ 
immediate reply, ‘we’d never 
agree on who would get to go 
at the front!’ 

Mark’s comment indicates a 
slightly unnerving insight into 
my character (well, what else 
would you expect from a 
trained psychotherapist!) but is 
also an interesting reflection on 
two leaders trying to work 
together. But, as I have discov- 
ered, being a curate is not a 
straightforward leadership 
position; my role means I am 
both a leader and a trainee. 

I encountered this particular 
tension a few Sundays ago as I 
took my first baptism service. 
Mark was away and so we had 
spent time the previous week 
practising baptising a rag doll 
belonging to the creche! 
Despite the preparation, how- 
ever, I was somewhat nervous 
before the service and felt torn 
between needing to exude con- 
fidence, particularly to the 
families of the children to be 
baptised (so that they could 
relax and enjoy the service) 
whilst also allowing myself to 
be vulnerable with the people 
to whom I am ministering. 

The friction in this job 
(which I don’t think will stop 
on becoming an incumbent) is 




between being 
professional 
and vulnerable. 
Naturally I 
play an impor- 
tant profession- 
al role, and yet 
feel that I can- 
not be successful in my profes- 
sion without being vulnerable. I 
decided, therefore, to tell the 
congregation that it was my first 
baptism. This decision was fol- 
lowed by an enormous amount 
of encouragement, and ironi- 
cally the comment, ‘we’d 
never have known if you had- 
n’t told us!’ So, I could have 
got away without informing 
people how inexperienced I 
was, but somehow that wasn’t 
the point. The point is what 
sort of leader I want to be. I 
feel that somehow a strictly 
professional front will dis- 
tance me from the people I 
serve, and that perhaps, lead- 
ing vulnerably will enable 
people to relate to me on a 
deeper and more honest level. 

Returning to the bicycle 
analogy, I am sure that Mark 
will allow and enable me to 
take the front handlebars 
every now and again, and it 
will be inevitable that I will 
wobble and perhaps fall off! 
And if this is done in plain 
sight of others it will be more 
public, more painful and more 
embarrassing. Perhaps, how- 
ever, it will also allow others 
to wobble as well. 

Em Coley is a curate in the 
parish of Wendover with 
Halton, Bucks 



Happy Christmas 
carolling to all 
our readers! 



by Rebecca Paveley 
WE asked readers last month 
to write a new Christmas 
carol to a well known tune 
and we were swamped with 
entries! A wonderful time was 
had by all in the Door office 
as we sang all the entries but 
final judging was carried out 
by the musical director of 
Dorchester Abbey, John 
Simpson. His winner is Timon 
B Singh’s New Christmas 




of the top ten Christian children's 
books, kindly donated by St 
Andrews bookshops.The winner 
of our adult Christmas book 
competition is Mrs M Cook, from 
Ivinghoe, Leighton Buzzard. She 
wins the top 10 adult bestsellers. 



Carol, to the tune of Thy 
Hand O God Has Guided. 

It is printed in full below. 

Mr Simpson said the com- 
petition had been very diffi- 
cult to judge. ‘We had a very 
good response, in terms of 
the quality and quantity of 
entries. The carols were enor- 
mously varied - some were 
children’s carols, some were 
set to popular tunes like Over 
the Rainbow and Waltzing 
Matilda, and some were 
more traditional. Really we 
could have had several win- 
ners in different categories. 
Choosing just one was 
immensely difficult. 

‘Everyone who entered 
should be congratulated.’ 

He particularly commended 
an entry by Revd Simon 
Baynes, of Thame, called A 
Carol for Dorchester Abbey 
and said he hoped that he 
could use that in future in the 
Abbey. 

He chose the winning carol 
because it fitted the tune very 
well and would make a ‘good 
carol for the 21st century’, he 
said. 

It will be played at the 
Abbey’s Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols on 19 
December at 6pm. All are wel- 
come to attend. 




Congratulations to Ellie Macdonald, aged 7 from Newbury. She is the 
joint winner of our Christmas book competition with Beanie Leese, aged 
4, from Charlbury. 



A new Christmas Carol 

by Timon B Singh (Melody: 
Thornbury 76 76 D) 

The night was cold and dreary 
The stable bare and grim. 

When Jesus was delivered 
To save the world from sin. 

The anthem angels sang then 
Spread tidings of your birth; 

All nations now repeat the song 
Rejoice, rejoice 0 earth. 

You brought the news of glad- 

To free us from our chains. 

To wipe the tears of sadness 
To break the stressed and 
strain. 

So may we live and praise you. 
And glorify your name, 
Continue in your freedom. 

Your love, as we proclaim. 

You are the prince of glory. 

You are the prince of peace: 
The Holiest of the Holy 



Who makes all wars to cease. 
No mother will be childless, 

No bride without a groom: 

All terror now will vanish, 

0 Lord, come now, come soon. 
Come all ye heavy laden 
Come poor and sick and lame, 
The homeless and the hopeless 
And all who feel life's pain. 

Our Lord is now restoring 
And making strong the weak 
Come now unto the Christ Child 
As he, awaits to greet. 

The message of this Christmas 
'Tis clear and very plain; 

With shepherds and the Wise 
Men 

Let's worship him again. 

He who is born of Mary, 

He is the Son of God 
He is the Father's love for us; 
Sing high, sing low, 0 world. 
Timon B Singh 
Grandpont, Oxford 




Private accommodation for holiday, retreat, 
or rest for Priests and Religious in lovely 
Windsor country. 

Cottages for i - 6 people, every convenience, 
near Heathrow and Henley. 

Apply: St John’s Convent, Kiln Green, 
Reading RGio 9XP. 

Tel: 0118 940 2964 




Altar frontals 
Choir robes 
Clergy attire 
Fabrics etc 

For over 30 years we 
have been making 
bespoke items for 
churches & cathedrals at 
home and abroad 



V 



St. Martin Vestment Ltd. 

LUTTON BANK, SPALDING, LINCS PE12 9LR 

Tel: Holbeach (01406) 362386 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL Et FAX: (01865) 722022 
Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Glory to God in highest 
heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he 
favours’ Luke 2:14 



Christmas is often called the 
Season of Goodwill, as 
though for a few weeks peo- 
ple can be expected to behave 
in a kindly and generous 
way. The title comes from the 
King James’ version of these 
words from Luke’s Gospel - 
‘on earth peace, good will 
towards men’. It’s a nice idea, 
a kind of cosy season of the 
year when everyone is nice to 
everyone else, but it’s not 
what the message of the angel 
actually said, and in any case 
it flies in the face of all we 
know about ourselves and 
our fellow human beings. A 
plentiful supply of presents 
and alcohol may well spread 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



a benign glow over proceed- 
ings, but generally it only 
lasts for a few hours. 

The ‘good will’ in this verse 
is in fact, as the NRSV ren- 
ders it, ‘favour’ - God’s 
favour, his loving-kindness or 
grace. The generosity, in 
other words, is his, not ours - 
though we are the beneficiar- 
ies of it. The birth of Jesus is 
God’s greatest gift - his ‘inde- 
scribable gift’, as St Paul calls 
it (2 Corinthians 9:15). The 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



gift was costly (‘his only 
Son’) and undeserved - ‘the 
Son of Man came to seek and 
to save what was lost’ (Luke 
19:10). And the gift was for 
‘all the people’ (Luke 2:10). 
God’s ‘favour’ was now to 
be revealed to the whole 
human race. 

The Oxford Dictionary 
defines ‘goodwill’ as ‘kindly 
feeling’ or ‘heartiness’. 
Neither seems quite appro- 
priate as a description of 
God’s motive in sending his 
Son into the world as our 
Saviour. But to know that in 
this act God was showing 
‘favour’ - generosity - to his 
often rebellious and con- 
stantly disobedient creatures 
is deeply reassuring. At 
Bethlehem we became God’s 
favoured people, the recipi- 
ents of the most generous gift 
the world has ever seen. 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 



cross. 



Puh/- 

/c 3f/ons@ 



& 



.net 







